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September meeting from the Secretary’s desk

In your waning years | suppose it is the time tpest some sort of
recognition for services rendered even if it iofdgvatch. In my
case, | reported my appointment as Honorary Trusitéee
Bromeliad Society International. This time | haveeéport another
award only this time as the First Friend of the @olu Let me
explain. It must be 10 years now when | joined ésraith
Mike Andreas to make the Florida Council of BroiaélSocieties
Web site a truly Bromeliad Encyclopaedia. In fdtre are some
150 pithy articles by Uncle Derek all about wrongrbeliad
identification around the globe! | have never baeanember of
any of these American Societies but they must lfielté needed
some recognition. So when | was advised by Karedréas of the
news it gave me a warm and fuzzy feeling. Appayeouir own
Len Colgan was involved in secret men’s businegs [ the
award!
Talking of Len Colgan he had his apologies in far tneeting because he was in Germany for their
Bromeliad Conference. | suppose we are lucky ihRenate Ehlers is very good at spotting a differen
Tillandsia in the wilds of Mexico. You see, Len wabit stranded because of train delays and missed
connections and happened to bump into Renate. ¥®uRenate had thought Len would probably get lost
and had gone out to find him! All's well that endslI!

AND so to the Main talk by Derek and Bill on ‘Spesi

Both of us were a bit dumbfounded as to the nurob&pecies’ plants brought in (Must have been 50!)
We had both thought we would be flat out selling idlea of species before hybrids and had a bhef t
wind taken out of our sails. All who brought in pta are to be congratulated

When talking about plants found in the wild we dpeathem as sap\echmea nudicauli@here the
Aechmeas the genus and thrudicaulisis the species.

The basic unit is called a species. Where a taxatasitrying to name a plant he first tries to idecwhat
genus it belongs to. What happens then is thaspgbeies name will probably remain the same but gets
moved to a new genus as others think fit

The Brom Soc International Glossary says “a spasiaggroup of organisms that have in common, ane o
more characteristics which definitely separateaif any other group”. The trouble here is that tais also
define a hybrid! | thought that the ICBN (Interrmatal Code of Botanical Nomenclature) would have a
definition but they stay clear of such a controiarsubject. Another definition is a group of organs
capable of interbreeding and producing fertile fifsg. This applies to animals but is close to wdwaild
apply to plants if we note that primary (F1) hylsrite less fertile than a species even thoughsthew
hybrid vigour.

A new species is generally described from sevgmtisnens that share similar attributes and groa in
similar habitat. If a new species is only descrifvedh one specimen the chances of it being a nlatytaid
increase. Different species can grow side by sidae same habitat because there are barriergvergr
cross-pollination. These include different pollioiet, different flowering times of the day as wellseasons.
Change the ecology of the area by chopping dovasteéc and some of the barriers can be broken.
Natural hybridising can now occur if species A gsavear species B and they flower at the same fiimey
produce a vigorous hybrid C that is less fecundthecchances are that it will be pollinated by @ith
species A or species B rather than with any otlgbrith C. The chance of the hybrid C evolving into a
species in its own right are remote unless itswiguains the day and species A & B die out

Because everyone’s definition of what is a spearebsthe fact that evolution never stops you hasatpl
described as species but are really hybridsTikesctifoliawhich started off as a species but is now known
also under the name(s) ‘Jack Staub’ or even thadta (ionantha x schiedeana
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September meeting minutes cont:

While it may be hard to make a hybrid in the wilisiso easy for humans to do, especially with egelias
and these days any one who grows from seed must tiee look out for hybrids because usually thelsge
coming from a plant, which is already a hybrid.

With every book you read on Conservation of theuratenvironment you realise it is a losing bagtleely
because human population is growing so fast witbdiresources. On the animal front there is great
emotional outcries when say Koalas outnumber #estthey live on. Should they be allowed to dietyi
and horribly by starvation or should they be cull@d the plant front there is much less emotiornhair
survival.

If you get a chance have a look at the site cdlEN (International Union for Conservation of Naur|T
IS HUGE and depressing where most have a downwand.t The main thrust is animals but there are
details about plants. If we look at Bromeliacead¢hare over 150 names there already and many more
seem scheduled to be that way. | am hoping to @igblithese so that they may acquire a higher psecha
price, which will in turn make it worthwhile for pele to grow from seed, offsets or meristem.

When you delve further you realise that Brazil, i@ial, Mexico, to name a few you realise endangered
Bromeliads in these countries are not on the list!

So the list is growing. If you are keen to know wtieese plants are, log on to your computer, go to
http://fcbs.organd look for CONSERVATION in the index. Note thiants you grow and propagate them!

| have always been a ‘species’ man having neveridiiged in my life. | am a realist in that | canretpect
the countries where Bromeliads do grow, to be gakdponsible for providing forest reserves for prants
survival. We can encourage others to grow speda¥grather than haphazard hybridising. | know tha
Bill Treloar is becoming more a fundamentalist the hardest thing these days is to find a spedasd p
amongst the thousands of hybrids. We are luckiam we have no hybridist in Adelaide but go to
Queensland where hybrids abound and the cry seebesthat hybrids are always better than species.
Gone are the days when we could travel to the cesndf origin and bring back plants from the wilthe
best we can do is encourage the collection of siedsthe wild. Nature is very wasteful with seedsere
only say 1% or 1in a thousand or higher actuallyise to flower. If we had such a success rate with
own seed raising we would soon give up in frusbrati

If we do try to grow from seed there is an onusismo see we are growing species and not a hybdduse
Bromeliads are very promiscuous!

In the Gazette you will read about the book | hiangt read called “The Naming of Names” | found it
fascinating in how it took some 2000 years to gjatting some semblance of order with common names
being given to plants and how many different namese given to the same plant. We still have proklem
Is there an Irish person present? Who knows abtiti@mrock? What sort of plant is it? In 1892

Len Colgan’s great great great great uncle (I thihkathaniel Colgan lived in Dublin and tried taasish
its true identity. Patriotic Irishmen from twentiffdrent countries around the world inundated hiithw
plants. Some were white clover, some red clovenessent lesser yellow trefoil, some spotted mediek.
none sent him a plant sometimes called in Engl&héimrock’ for a wood sorrel!

Now you know why | persevere with Latin names!

Bill pointed out that when his wages doubled beeaxfslecimal currency he was into fuchsias and ednt
species but alas they were very hard to find. klisrest in Bromeliads has also slanted towardsepddis
first wasAechmea recurvata

And so to the plants on display that Bill and Maegdnad so kindly sorted to rough alpha order withi
subfamilies!

We must mentioechmea pectinatdecause this can be grown in Bute AND
there were some offsets on the raffle table. kegmace-like inflorescence is not
particularly impressive but if you can give it spand time you can expect a
dramatic leaf colour change to red at flowering.

Aechmea pectinata



September meeting minutes cont:

Aechmea fosterianaas there to remind us this plant is on the eneatlist

Aechmea fosteriana

What might also be a surprise to many is thatalyculatais also endangered.
This species has been happily growing here fotase30 years and tends to be
relegated as being ‘old hat'. It crops up in oldlextions showing how resilient it
is and is a favourite of Bill's because it rewavdth a colourful yellow head of
flowers virtually every Spring.

A. calyculata
Another blast from the past wAgchmeaTessie’'which was on a label. | am oft accusing RédcGregor
of growing his plants under his lemon tree becaasee come the meeting absolutely huge having been
under an excess of shade. This time | did not ezeognize its origins because here we had a phant t
needs to be grown in good light to stop it jusiespling around! And here it was showing a tightlbott
shape. 40 years ago seed came from the USA aallessmanniwhich is a great plant they grow north of
Sydney but is a great challenge here in Adelaidethbse who don’'t know aboiat tessmanniit is like A.
chantinii which we can’t grow either!! Anyway, it was refed to Lyman Smith because things did not look
right. A hybrid was suggested and ‘Tessie’ came bding. Twenty years later, this plant flowered i
Adelaide and | doubted its hybridity and Harry Lettlsaid it just had to b&echmea phanerophlebia
Regrettably this name is a lot harder to writekeeldor!
Bill had brought in a small pot dfseudananas sagenariaad nobody present acknowledged that they too
had a plant by that name. You see, if it is plamtetthe ground it reproduces by sending out unaenau
runners about 2m long. In fact this is the onlyghihat differentiates it from the common or garden
Pineapple, arguments still rage as to whetherrgaly anAnanasor not!
A few billbergias were there with some in flower.
Bill was justly proud of hidBrocchinia reductavhich has survived the Bute winter but will it giwe the
summer? Bill says he will keep in water so it Ksirit in the marshland of the Tepuis of Venezueits —
homeland. It seems it is a passive carnivore —agaratches insects (not spiders) that pass by.
Several species neoregelias were there to seee Tharfavourite name that has been given to sxel
species found in the wild without too much worrytasdentity. The name is ‘tristis’ which means sad
dull coloured. To think that the true species h@sn in Australia since the 1960’s. Plants gettinthe
USA from Brazil after that date were variously itiBed astristis or forms oftristis and then exported to
Australia to really confuse us lot. When Margared awent to the USA in 1982 we were full of entiassn
that we would learn lots of new things. What we ldigirn was that we Aussies knew more about Bromhelia
species than the Americans did but our problemthvaiswe did not have easy access to the plantsvibrat
flooding into the USA from Mexico and Brazil. Anywaa plant that we had acquired by the unofficial
name ofNeo. tristisvar. maculatawas only recently given a proper name by Elton Lefieo.guttata
Wow! A species
Cryptanthusn the form ofC. bahianus
Canistrumwere represented with a reminder t@atfosterianunis on the Critical list
Edmundoa lindeniiooked smart in its flash pot. We even allowedsrvariegated form because although
not incorporated in the talk looked impressive!
We saw a strugglinlylezobromelia capituligerd say struggling because in their native lan@€aiombia
and places it grows on BIG trees because it cainben diam and 2m tall when flowering. Perhaps Sam
Wade will bring it in when it does flower.
Sam has been buying on Ebay and you can get chlzinés there but you must also be aware that many
plants are sold there by persons not into Bromediadtification. | too am aftadechtia argentedut am
still searching. We enclose a photo of what it $thdaok like. | have also given him some homewonktioe
intricacies of the genuRacinaea.



September meeting minutes cont:
We saw a couple of fosterellas which need simitaming conditions taCryptanthusand | have a feeling
they may well become more popular because theraahgbrids and they self set seed readily

Sam had been prepared for the meeting schedulgldrats rarely seem in Adelaide because he alsayhtou
in WerauhiaandAndrolepis which were struggling.

One of these days we will get a member who is peghto have a glasshouse (or plastic!) heatechfor t
winter chills and air-conditioned for the summeatevith rainwater or de-salinated water. Then veeild
see something different but to my mind we haveisieffit variation in bromeliads that will stick ittbunder
our normal conditions!

We even had representatives fr@itcairnia which is part of the Pitcairnioideae sub familytio#
Bromeliaceae. This sub-family has been split intm6more about this in months to come.

Finally to the Tillandsioideae with the three vaas represented all on the critical list. It ischi@rimagine
thatVr. fosterianaandVr. hieroglyphicacould ever be in danger because so much is gnoynvate
collections around the world. What is happeninth& both are favourites with hybridists who thihky
can improve on nature. Let us hope that sometiseeg] from species is actually sown.. Tillandsiasevee
bit sparse because Len wasn'’t there but there sudfigient to talk about. George Rudolf even braugk
flowering T. friesii. All present, confirmed the petals had a reddish Ibecause last time our President was
somewhat doubtful!

Vr. fosteriana Vr. hieroglyphica
Carlien Potter should be justly proud in havingesal/flower spikes on hdr. lindenii/cyanedecause it is
not an annual event. It would appear that nobodgséehe garden notes in the Messenger becauseitee w
had noted Bunnings were selling these in bud akddafr my comments. | recommended that buyers
should enjoy the flower while they could becausgatld be a very very very long time before anysets
did the deed under Adelaide conditions.
T. neglectawvas in flower. Taxonomically it had a chequeredtpheing considered by Lyman Smith to be
just anotheff. tenuifolia. T. neglectss critical, coming from a small island off Rio Daneiro which is in
the middle of the Brazilian Navy’'s Shelling rande.least we can’t blame extractivism by the natives
Those with bifocal glasses could see the blackdlewnT. cotagaitensisind all of the womenfolk said it
had a scent .
Finally I must report on th€. bradeanabecause my research has found out its old namehvill is
growing his plant under. He uses eitiiemabditaor at a pinchl. brachycaulodecause all are so close
together no taxonomist is prepared to give us péeksy as to the differences.

Spreading the Gospel overseas

On Monday Sept 29, Margaret and | braved the wet blustery weatheross Backstairs Passage to get to
Kangaroo Island. After some navigation problemgouend the holiday units where we was staying and
tried to no avalil to find the plant nursery whick were told were close by. It did give us a chaoagget to
know the layout of Kingscote and stock up on Igmalduce. Tuesday was the BIG day when we would
preach to the locals about Bromeliads. We werettolae at the nursery we could not find, by 11.3@ant
we would be directed to some mysterious farm faretetalks. Luckily Ann, the Secretary called ontais
show us where the nursery was. The follow-my-leddeabout 10 minutes brought us to a farm witleeyv
substantial garden in front of it, so we knew we harived. We met many of the locals who had abdn
advantage over us because they knew our namesebweve at a loss as to theirs. Our advantage vaas th
we knew our plants’ names! While this was goinglemtable was getting fuller and fuller with edile
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Spreading the Gospel overseas cont:

It did not seem that long before we were all alldwe tuck in. 1.30 we were allowed to start spegldand
by this time we had some 50 smiling faces- two weades!

First they learnt about how Bromeliads fit into flant world and a bit about Linnaeus to explaiowilihe
Latin plant names.

Then it was a bit of practical where Margaret wiksnged to perform. Many intelligent questions were
asked. They were intelligent because we thoughitrvesv the answers! We then came to the problem part
because we had brought a few offsets over witlo gl and cover some of our costs of our holiday.
Everyone was eager to buy and their President cgnvéith a King Solomon solution. Why not auctioe th
plants? The bidding was most ladylike and mosttplarent for under $8. What went over the resenaepr
went into their club’s kitty and they made $90 ba tleal. So most of us were happy. By this timénag
been going for 2% hours with none falling asleefteoon tea was then served where the only difieze
between it and Lunch was the cream.

In all a great day and we hope Kl will have a sébecof Bromeliads to grow on and swap offsetshia t
future. They were certainly keen gardeners.

We stayed on for an extra day and a half doinggbthings and the weather made it very enjoyable

§ October meeting from the Secretary’s desk

El Presidente was back from his exploits in Germarhjich you read about in the Sept report. He dten
the German Conference where surprisingly enouglpthecedings were in German meaning that Len had
to rely on the pretty pictures he saw. When it Was’s turn to give his talk it was in English witim
interpreter trying to decipher Len’s arm movemehtt we all know so well. Everybody clapped at ¢nel

so it must have been appreciated.

| had to tell you this because George Rudolph wea eave
pass but had left me with a photo of a flowerinfighdsia
friesii. You may recall that Len maintains you ddiower T.
friesii in Adelaide unless you are ready for a long lomtw
George knew that Len would doubt his word and lead a
photograph duly vouched by 2 JP’s. This photo ashhere
so those readers outside Adelaide know what odunes,
There were a few plants on display which Len tal&bdut.

Tfriesii Rudolph

Quesnelia quesneliana NeoregeliaJewellery Shop’

First there was a BIG pot @uesnelia quesneliana flower. Aechmea weilbachdidn’t know quite what
to do with its floweringNeoregeliaJewellery Shop’ was in fine condition with evergotaking an interest.
This is a Margaret Paterson hybrid and probablyblest one. Something | cannot understand with
hybridists is that when they get a good hybrid thmyst use it in another hybridising program. Yes,
Margaret has done this and all progeny are noweae the class of ‘Jewellery Shop’!



October meeting minutes cont:

Sporting or in other words - offsets that behaveiypal' he more hybrids that are being made thess theey
more interbreeding occurs and the more sportingrscdf your plant fails to produce what you comsid
good offset, think about turning it into composheTbest offset is generally the first one to bedpoed. All
others progressively get worse.

If you want a garden full of the same looking pldren grow on all offsets but | suggest you gbeter
feeling with different plants and you should notdfeaid of culling the unwanteds!

There were several tillandsias to talk about batdhs one | would like to expand on. This was pilent
that Len had calledillandsia politawhich had come from Honduras. As Len pointed bist hame has had
a chequered career. It was described by Lyman Smit841 for a plant found in Guatemala. In 198% Su
Gardner made the following comment “Near San Gloiat de Las Casas, in the highlands of Chiapas,
rotundata apparently hybridizes witi. rodrigueziana.Specimens, intermediate between these species
occur, and morphological diversity among the putatiybrids suggests backcrosses and/or siblingesos
Some of these intermediates were found to agreé witd Standley62465. The distributions of both
putative parent species extend into Guatemala #ret specimens examined suggest they hybridize ther
also.

Pollen infertility (0 to18%)and the results of s#tal analysis of morphological characteristicsoag the
assumed hybrids and their putative parents supip@motion of a hybrid origin for this species.

So for a while this was treated as a natural hyl8&kd obtained by Rolly Reilly in Qld was grownamd
produced progeny that looked similar so we doulthed it was a natural hybrid — at least at F1 level
Needless to say, | kept Harry Luther informed of fndings.

In 1998 Renate Ehlers collected a plant in Chiapteico which she described &s politavar. elongata
How could you have a variety of a hybrid? This tsatvshe had to say

“Sue Gardner writes in her dissertation that shéhefopinion that Tpolita is a hybrid and suspects its
parents a3 . rotundatal. B. Smith andTr. rodriguezianaMez

Already in the 1980’s Klaus and | did not sharis thpinion. The plant is widely dispersed over méamy

It grows in association witfi. carlsoniae, T., vicentina var. wuelfinghofRauh, T. aff. dasyliriifolia,
isolatedfrom T. rodiguezianaviez, however much we looked for it.

T. rotundatacould never be found in this area. Our obseovatiwere that it is not at home in some
damp forest-area but loves somewhat drier anddiglotations. We observed it largely occurring kesw
Comitan and Las Margaritas as well as between Gonaihd the Lagunas Montebello and in the area near
Bochil. At all these places it grew wilh belloensidVeber, T. rodriguezianavez andT. dasyliriifolia.
Hybrids betweerl. rodrigueziana and T. rotundat@.. B. Smith) Gardner could occur in this small area.
A pollen examination of. polita by Dr.Walter Till in Vienna yielded a fertility rate frompproximately

90 % and Dr. Till, after the examination, wagstd opinion that it came from a species not a laybri
We got already in 1986 from Mr. Rudolf Wulfinghp®forzheim, a photo of a plant, which he founthia
area between Comitan and St. Cristobal.. It shaavpldnt, that was similar tb polita, but had an
inflorescence narrower and much longeormally, T. politahas an almost spherical or egg shaped
inflorescence. On our next trip to this area weenat the look out for this plant of Mr. Wulfingh&sf but
unfortunately we had no luck.

In the year 1998, on my trip with Jurgen Lautneraine into the area again. And this time we arraea
place where | found many exampleslopolita with long, cylindrical inflorescences&infortunately no
fresh flowers existed because all the plants haghdy flowered.

December 2001 was the last trip to the area. Addiad opportunity to explore this location for #mpg
choice. All | saw brought tears to my eyes. Thiesgid forest had turned into what! Previously Kdand

| had called it “Our Wonderland” A gigantic areagfmary forest, with many bromeliads, orchids and
epiphytic cactus, where it seemed nature was isomnivith itself. Already in 1989 we could see wivas
happening to our “Wonderland” but never thoughtatuld go this far.

Back to our trip in December 2001. | had luck timse because there were many plants in flowerl dvadi
time to study the better quality plants and to pbadph. | determined, that tAdlandsiawith the long
narrow inflorescence spreads over a rather larg@ and also in large quantities, none of whichmésed

or nearly resembled the type species. The inflemse is much longer and narrower, not almost sgdieri
like T. polita, and it is composed of many more spikBserefore, it is justified to look at this plantas
variety. “



October meeting minutes cont:

To my mind these apparent differences of findirms easily be explained. Things are constantly chang
and species have evolved mostly from hybrids. Tisepest no cut off period to say when a naturdirity
stops and a species starts!

The meeting was a bit different in that we were&juto have 36 attendees. You see, we had planme fo
more intimate — almost hands-on demonstrationgtvile had called 4 corners. The mathematicians
amongst you will now realise why we were lucky witie attendance figure. There was no time to getdo
because each minitalk took only 10 minutes butlyadi to hear the same thing 4 times if you did noven
or were a slow learner.

Maureen Hick had out her scissors as she showedsotthat wonders a snip here and a snip therectm d
improve the looks of a plant. However, if you aeeieus about entering plants into competitions gtso
have to prepare the plant several months beforewbet. This includes planting in the centre of fog
turning your plant around at regular intervalstsayrowth is more even, AND giving it enough spardo
so. Take care with what sort of pot you use bectheseyes of the judge should be on the plant begot!
Bill Treloar was able to show others what goesafeoil mix in Bute. Bromeliads will grow in any mand
success depends a lot on the gardener’s habite asix used. It just depends on what is availablkecare
should be taken for some sort of consistency irpthesity of your mix. Everybody can have their omvix
but do not be too quick to assume that someonésetsg is better than yours. Experiment first. Usde/ou
want to know the watering requirements of everglgirpot you have, remember to use your own mix when
you buy a plant already potted. The devil you knewetter than the devil you don’t know!

Margaret Butcher had a great time with the Secydter other side of the hall and was able to shew h
technique in removing offsets for a wide rangelahfs for potting. Regrettably it is not a cas®oé-
system covers all with even different techniquethinithe same genus. Witfrieseaand mosNidularium
you try to gently twist off the offset or use a mliknife for leverage. The prime object is to reman

offset so that it will root and establish itselfasew plant in the shortest possible time. Youtdoynto
remove offsets in the winter. You don’t try to reraean offset that is less that %2 the size of motfieu
don't let the offset get too big because it willlbesshapen for many months ahead. ounake certain
that the offset has a woody base from which to.rdgtou have roots nubs present, all the bettethW
Vrieseait is even better if actual roots are present

Derek Butcher had his beloved Tillandsias to pulbieces so they can be multiplied. In the wildianidsias
do grow on trees but these are live trees. So, emyou grow Tillandsias you will be growing them
artificially. There is nothing more artificial thagrowing a Tillandsia in a pot! To his mind a ga&ithped
piece of wood or rock adds contrast to the plamtams one compliment the other? In any event itilshioe
larger than the plant. We are lucky in South Austria that you can sometimes acquire knobbly Malle
root that will last for at least a hundred yearshsgy can be used over and over. You will neverssee
Tillandsia for sale mounted on such a prize pidogand. You will see them on all sorts of timbdrybu
are lazy, you leave them like that but if you se#istic challenges you remount them.

Tillandsias in the wild only grow attached by thewvn roots, which are always on the surface of the
substrate. Tillandsias in captivity rarely get tbiaince and in any case only set out roots to ptead
themselves. There are many ways you can attacheadsia to a piece of wood but the more you se® of
man-made material the less artistic it seems td berefore Derek recommended the use of drilledsol
where the offset with liberal use of Selley’s Seakaon silicone) on the bottom portion was thesemed
in such hole and left overnight to part solidifyttle can be seen of Man'’s effort in such attachinen
Here we are looking at the plant attached one dimesl. How about a plant in the wild growing otthan
branch or twig where the plant can form a sphesrelyou can wire up those green plastic meshesaou
buy, into tubes of varying widths. Offsets can eerted from the outside quickly forming a spheith w
very little green mesh visible. This is an idealt@a growTillandsia usneoides



