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Glasshouse Country Bromeliad Society would l ike to thank the 

State Member for Glasshouse ANDREW   POWELL M.P. for his 

assistance in the printing of this publication 
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Hello once again. 

I would just like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that this Sunday is your 
opportunity to stand for election or nominate one of our members for election to the 
committee of the club.  

The election was postponed last month because we failed to have enough members 
attend the meeting to form a quorum. It was taken into account that it was fathers 
day and family commitments on such a day take priority. A proposal was put 
forward, that in future, all our meetings for the month of September, be held on the 
second Sunday of the month, thus preventing a repeat of what took place this year. 
This matter will be raised and voted on at the meeting on Sunday. 

It is also that time of the year when our membership fees are due. I would ask you 
to see the newly elected treasurer after the meeting. 

Please remember it is YOUR club as well as ours and whatever assistance you can 
provide can only help with moving it forward. There are positions on the committee 
still available and if you think you can provide a service to members by being on the 
committee please put your hand up. Being on the panel doesn’t pay much. There 
are things required of you like time and effort, but believe me it is rewarding in a 
funny sort of a way. 

What I am trying to say is:-  We are all in this club to try and better ourselves in the 
understanding of the Bromeliad. None of us profess to being an expert in this field 
and by holding these meetings we get the chance to invite learned growers to pass 
on their knowledge, exchange ideas & information plus we all get to share in the 
fellowship of something we all have in common. 

See you Sunday   

Bob Watkins  Editor 
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A Day out at Caboolture 
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A Day out at Caboolture continued. 
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What’s On When 

DISCLAIMER:   This bi-monthly newsletter is  intended to provide general  information only for the members of 

the Glasshouse Country Bromeliad Society Inc. The producers and contributors wi l l  not be responsible for any   

loss or damage to property or injury to persons regarding the information provided. 

Potting mix is still available in 25L bags for $4.oo. 
Contact Lou and Ardie Baker on 54948426 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat 15th October  8.oo.am.- 3.oo pm. and Sun 16th  October 9.oo. – 2.oo pm. BROMELIAD EXTRAVAGANZA 
Buy direct from the growers. Wavell Heights Community Hall 175 Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights, 

Brisbane. SPRING SALE 2011. 500+ Varieties for sale. New releases. All display plants for sale.                                                     
Refreshments and lunch by Chermside Guides. FREE ADMISSION.                                                                        

For more information phone Nigel on 5485 3800. 

AUCKLAND 2013 BROMELIAD CONFERENCE. Auckland New Zealand.   Friday March 15th  - Monday March 
18th 2013. Register your interest now by emailing us at coolbroms@bsnz.org- just type in ‘ send us cool broms info’ 

and we’ll make sure you get all the latest conference news and all the ‘early bird ‘ offers. The ‘Cool Broms’  
bromeliad conference is being organised by the Bromeliad Society of New Zealand Inc. Auckland New Zealand. 

Conference Convenor: Peter Waters, 22 Half Moon Rise, Half Moon Bay, Auckland 2012, New Zealand.            
Email waterspj@ihug.co.nz         
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We talked about Bromeliad Vriesea previously and I would like to visit the Vriesea genus again, this time looking at the 
Foliage Vriesea. The cultivar “Red Chestnut” has been bread from the Vriesea fosteriana which is a truly magnificent 
plant which is a native of the state of Espirito Santo in Brazil, and amazingly for a plant as dynamic as this, was only 
discovered in 1940. The native habitat is around 1000 m above sea level, which explains their relative toughness. One of 
the numerous hybrids which has been made from these plants, includes the cultivar ‘Red Chestnut’ pictured. This superb 
plant has much redder banding than the rest of the species.  

Vrieseas grow under various light conditions but moderate light would be the best for most species available for 
cultivation. This together with good air circulation, are necessary to grow these plants successfully. It is believed that air 
movement with Vriesea cannot be overemphasised as the secret to growing healthy plants.  

This photo shows a family of bromeliads with Vrieseas of various 
species grown for their foliage and their flower. The density of 
this plant population is far from acceptable although the balance of 
shade, light and airflow has provided a very suitable environment 
for these plants. In order to determine the amount of light, the 
simple method outlined in the next paragraph will at least give an 
indication of shadow and light.  

 

 

Hold your hand about 30 cm above the surface you have selected to position the plants and see what shadow is produced.                
This should be done on a bright, sunny day at about noon. 

Bright Light will produce a very well defined shadow showing a clean outline of your hand. 

Moderate Light produces a good shadow but with fizzy or hazy outline. 

Low Light will produce an indistinct shadow and possibly no outline at all. 

We will continue to expand on the growing conditions for this genus next time. 

Bob McLean 
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